CHAPTER VIII
CHAUCEB'S INFLUENCE

FEW poets have received more immediate
and "widespread recognition than Chaucer.
Fifteenth-century poetry was almost wholly
dominated by his influence, and one united
chorus of praise and admiration rises from
the lips of his successors. Shirley, who edited
the Knightes Tale (amongst other works of
Chaucer's) in the first half of the fifteenth
century, speaks of him as " the laureal and
most famous poete that euer was to-fore him
as in th'embelisshing of oure rude modern
englisshe tonge. . . ." Lydgate and Occleve,
the most noted poets of the period, invariably
refer to him as their master. As has already
been mentioned, a large number of poems were
written in close imitation of Mristyler and
echoes of his verse are to be heard on every
side.

It is usual to divide his followers into two
groups: English Chaucerians and Scottish
Chaucerians.